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Iro Haarla's Kolibri brings together six of the most respected Finnish performers of improvised music. Haarla has found
inspiration for her compositions from nature, particularly from birds and their incredible ability to survive in the world.

Three of the seven compositions on this recording, “Nightjar,” “Kolibri” (the Finnish word for “hummingbird”) and
“Legend of Cranes,” areinspired by birds and their life. Pianist Iro Haar la says that “the world of birds has always been
closeto my heart. It is not only because of the sound world that birds create, although that would be inspiration enough,
but also their unbelievable ability to survive in the world despite their delicate appearance.” Birds have been arecurring
theme in her music going back to Heart of a Bird (TUM CD 004) recorded with Ulf Krokforsin 2003.

The lro Haarla Sextet was founded in 2009 and performs its leader's compositions, in which Haarla utilizes the
possibilities offered by the three-horn front line of the group. For this recording, she has chosen seven unique, multi-
layered compositions that approach an almost big band like complexity in some of the arrangements.

Iro Haarla saysthat “| feel that my sextet is somewhere between a small group and alarge ensemble and offers similar
opportunities for composing as a big band would — equally challenging and satisfying. Adding a trombonist alongside a
saxophonist/flutist and atrumpet player provided the presence of all the main horn sections of a big band and expanded
the possibilities for rhythmic and harmonic interplay.”

In addition to Haarla, featured soloists include trumpeter Verneri Pohjola, trombonist Jari Hongisto, saxophonist/flutist
Kari Heinil&, bassist UIf Krokforsand drummer Markku Ounaskari.

Hongisto, Heinild and Krokfors performed with Haarla aready in drummer Edward Vesala's Sound and Fury in the
1980s and have been her close collaborators ever since. Ounaskari, in turn, belongs to the same generation as Haarla,
Heinilg, Hongisto and Krokfors, and was a natural choice for drummer, having been afrequent collaborator of Krokfors
in anumber of important groups during a period of more than two decades and having also often played with all the
others over the years. Together, the five of them represent the finest of their generation and have consistently created
improvised music of the highest order both leading their own ensembles and contributing to those of each other.

The “youngster” of the group, Verneri Pohjola, is perhaps the brightest star on today’ s creative improvised music scene
in Finland. Pohjola has been afounding member of both Haarla's Finnish quintet and sextet and a favored soloist when
the UMO Jazz Orchestra has performed her compositions. He has also participated in various other projects of Haarla.

IroHaarla (b. 1956) first became known for her collaborations with Edward V esala that began in the late 1970s that
continued until his death in 1999, including her membership in Vesala's Sound and Fury ensemble. Haarla has also
collaborated with trumpeter Tomasz Stanko, saxophonists Pepa Péivinen, Tapani Rinne, Trygve Seim and Jorma Tapio,
pianist Christian Wallumred, and percussionist Terje Isungset, among others. In the last decade, Haarla has increasingly
performed her own compositions both as a soloist and with her own groups. Haarla' s compositions have also been
performed by her groups with Ulf Krokfors, ranging from their duo (Heart of a Bird, TUM CD 004, in 2003) to the Loco
Motife ensemble (Penguin Beguine, TUM CD 011, in 2004), and the Juhani Aaltonen Quartet (Conclusions, TUM CD
021, in 2008, with Haarla, Krokfors and drummer Reino Laine) as well asthe UMO Jazz Orchestra and other larger
ensembles. In addition to her Finnish quintet and sextet, Haarla leads her Norwegian-Finnish quintet that has recorded
two albums for ECM Records (Northbound, 2004, and Vespers, 2010). Of her previous recordings, both Penguin
Beguine and Vesper s have won the Emma award for the best Finnish jazz record of the year.

Media Contact: Ann Braithwaite, Braithwaite & Katz Communications; +1-781-259 9600, ann@bkmusicpr.com
Distribution (U.S.): City Hall Records; +1-415-457 9080; www.cityhallrecords.com
Distribution (Finland):  T66l6n Musiikkitukku Oy, Martti Heikkinen; +358-40-502 0104; sal es@toolonmusiikkitukku.com

TUM RecordsisaFinnish record label that began operationsin May 2003. TUM produces high-quality music recordings and
selectively organizes concerts and events, such as the TUMfest in Helsinki. The focus of TUM is on improvised, jazz-based
music, placing particular emphasis on free expression and the performing artists' own music. In addition to providing younger

musicians with exposure and amusical platform, TUM promotes more experienced musicians whose work is not favored by
the commercial trends of our time. TUM covers feature works by leading Finnish artists. www.tumrecords.com
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